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the ARTICLE (for instructors)            

 

Unmarried Households the Norm 

For the first time in U.S. history, traditional marriage isn't the preferred living choice in most households.  Marriage isn't 

dead, but data released in August indicated that more than half of American family households weren't married.  That 

figure, 56.8 million, or 50.2 percent of the total, is a sharp drop from six years ago.  In 2000, married couples made up 52 

percent of the 105.5 million households. 

 

Single women headed more than 14 million households, and another 5 million by single men.  Most interesting, or 

alarming, depending on your point of view, were the large number of "non-family households."  This term mostly refers 

to gay or heterosexual couples living together out of formal wedlock. 

 

The shift could mark drastic changes in every part of American life, from family law to national politics with its emphasis 

on family values.  In the short term, however, it indicates the failed efforts of President Bush and his allies, despite their 

push in the past five years for traditional marriage and families.  The tax breaks, special legislation, and church-sponsored 

campaigns are bearing little fruit. 

 

Douglas Beshavor, a sociologist with the American Enterprise Institute, suggested that short-term relationships and 

unmarried couples living together would dominate American life for years to come.  As a result, people will find 

themselves more alone than ever before.  Both parents will be working, so there will be fewer siblings, cousins, aunts, 

and uncles.  America will move towards a much more individualistic society. 

 

"Change is in the air," he said.  "The only question is whether it is catastrophic or just evolutionary." 

 

 

 

Teacher's Notes: 

 

* Underlined words in red typeface may be vocabulary unfamiliar to the students. 
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the ARTICLE (for students)       

 

Unmarried Households the Norm 

For the first time in U.S. history, traditional marriage isn't the preferred living choice in most households.  Marriage isn't 

dead, but data released in August indicated that more than half of American family households weren't married.  That 

figure, 56.8 million, or 50.2 percent of the total, is a sharp drop from six years ago.  In 2000, married couples made up 52 

percent of the 105.5 million households. 

 

Single women headed more than 14 million households, and another 5 million by single men.  Most interesting, or 

alarming, depending on your point of view, were the large number of "non-family households."  This term mostly refers 

to gay or heterosexual couples living together out of formal wedlock. 

 

The shift could mark drastic changes in every part of American life, from family law to national politics with its emphasis 

on family values.  In the short term, however, it indicates the failed efforts of President Bush and his allies, despite their 

push in the past five years for traditional marriage and families.  The tax breaks, special legislation, and church-sponsored 

campaigns are bearing little fruit. 

 

Douglas Beshavor, a sociologist with the American Enterprise Institute, suggested that short-term relationships and 

unmarried couples living together would dominate American life for years to come.  As a result, people will find 

themselves more alone than ever before.  Both parents will be working, so there will be fewer siblings, cousins, aunts, 

and uncles.  America will move towards a much more individualistic society. 

 

"Change is in the air," he said.  "The only question is whether it is catastrophic or just evolutionary." 

 

 

 

Notes: 
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STEP ONE            

Title:  Speculate and/or discuss the contents of today's article from its title: "Unmarried Households the Norm." 

 

STEP TWO            

Dilemma:  Your son/daughter never wants to get married because it will take away their freedom.  Instead, he/she 

prefers to live with a partner out of wedlock. 

a. Would you agree with the decision?  

b. Would you demand that they get married? 

c. Would you be happy that he/she found someone, and not care if they don't get married? 

d. Would you think that your child is living in sin, and be disappointed with his/her decision? 

e. Would you be worried about any grandchildren that were eventually born? 

 

STEP THREE           

The Article:  Read the article, and work with a partner to understand it.  Lastly, summarize in your own words. 

 

STEP FOUR            

Discuss (part I): Talk about the following questions in pairs/groups.  Remember to support your answers! 

a. What was your general impression after reading this article? 

b. Do you think the drop in marriage rates is a temporary trend in America, or is it here to stay?  Why? 

c. How many people do you know are unhappily married?  What advice would you give them? 

d. Why do you think less people are getting married in America? 

e. Do you think marriage rates all over the world will eventually go down?  Why/not? 

f. Why do you think Bush's policies haven't changed anything in America? 

 

STEP FIVE            

Discuss (part II):  Marriage rates are dropping!!  Form an action committee in groups to discuss what can be done to 

"STOP THE DROP!" 

a. What can you do at the local level?  

b. What can you do at the municipal level?  

c. What can you do at the national level?  

 


